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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, 
the disaster that we now see unfolding 
in the Middle East with the war in Iraq 
was set in motion when this President, 
against the advice of so many generals 
and military people, and against the 
advice of so many Middle East experts, 
made the decision to invade Iraq. 

It was a war of choice, a choice not 
made by the American people, but a 
choice made by this President. And he 
set in motion the disaster that we now 
see. We understand that this decision 
that he made has been paid for by the 
lives and the injuries and the harm 
done to our men and women in uni-
form. 

Last night he asked for a continu-
ation of that disastrous choice with no 
new plan to change the outcome, but to 
simply extend the time in which our 
military will be engaged in Iraq. 

It is foolhardy to believe that we 
should be sending our troops into Iraq 
based upon the theory that the Shia 
majority in Iraq for the first time in 
100 years and the growing Shia major-
ity across the Middle East is going to 
negotiate away their ability to act as a 
majority. This is a foolhardy trip, and 
we ought to vote against the Presi-
dent’s proposal. 

f 

IRAQ NEEDS TO DEFEND ITSELF 
(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, it is time for the Iraqis to stand up 
and defend themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, we have freed them 
from a ruthless dictator. We have lost 
more than 3,000 lives. We have more 
than 20,000 wounded. We have helped 
them to construct a constitution, to 
reestablish their constabulary. We 
have helped them hold an election, and 
we are spending more than $177 mil-
lion, not per year, not per month, not 
per week, but per day. 

It is time for them to stand up and 
defend themselves. Do not send 20,000 
in; bring 20,000 troops home. It is time 
for them to stand up and defend them-
selves. 

f 

OPPOSE PRESIDENT ON 
ESCALATION 

(Ms. WATERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers, last night the President of the 
United States addressed the Nation. He 
had promised us that he was going to 
come up with creative solutions be-
cause he acknowledged his failures. He 
has designed what he called ‘‘a new 
way forward.’’ That is another one of 
his sound bites. 

He tried to cloud the escalation by 
saying sending 20,000 new troops was a 
surge of some kind. There was nothing 
new or creative about his message. 

Remember, it was the President of 
the United States who promised us 
that they were going to get rid of the 
weapons of mass destruction, only for 
us to find out there were no weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Remember when he rolled out on the 
battleship saying ‘‘Mission Accom-
plished’’? 

Remember when he promised us that 
we would get the proceeds from the oil 
in Iraq and that would be used to reha-
bilitate Iraq? 

Remember when they promised us 
that we would be welcomed with open 
arms and we were winning the war? 

Well, there this is no new real exit 
strategy. This is no new way forward. 
As a matter of fact, this is a new way 
backwards. And then on top of that, he 
had the audacity to tell us he wants a 
billion dollars to give to the Iraqis for 
jobs and employment. Give me some of 
that money for our cities and our rural 
communities. We could really use it. 
We have to oppose the President on 
this escalation. 

f 

DON’T VETO HOPE 
(Mr. COOPER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people want us to stop bick-
ering in Washington and to start mak-
ing progress on the many problems we 
face. 

Well, many millions of American 
families face dreaded diseases: cancer, 
diabetes, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, you 
name it. And today we have an exciting 
opportunity to vote for a chance to-
wards curing those diseases. 

Last year in the Republican Con-
gress, the vast majority of this body 
and the Senate voted for embryonic 
stem cell research. This year, the ma-
jorities will be even larger. 

I urge the President not to veto this 
legislation as he did last year. It is the 
only veto of his entire Presidency. He 
is the first President since Thomas Jef-
ferson to have vetoed so few bills, but 
he chose last year to veto hope. I urge 
the President not to veto hope this 
year. 

f 

FAILED IRAQI POLICY 
(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the 
President persists, despite the contrary 
advice of his most experienced and sen-
ior military officers in the field, that 
escalation is the answer to the chaos, 
the sectarian strife, in Iraq. 

He is not only perpetuating his failed 
status quo stay-the-course strategy; he 
actually is going to undermine the U.S. 
forces and our allies in the most crit-
ical conflict. 

Remember his phrase, ‘‘Fight them 
there or fight them here’’? Well, that is 
true, but not in Iraq. That is true in 
Afghanistan. 

Remember ‘‘Osama bin Ladin: dead 
or alive’’? The Taliban, al Qaeda? Well, 
they are resurgent and they are going 
to threaten Kandahar we are told by 
our commanders in the field in the 
spring, and they have asked for rein-
forcements. 

And what is the President doing to 
perpetuate his failed policy in Iraq, an 
unnecessary war in an area that 
doesn’t threaten the United States of 
America? He is withdrawing U.S. 
troops from southern Afghanistan and 
sending them on a failed mission in 
Iraq. 

He could be the only President to 
lose two wars at the same time. 

f 

b 1030 

SAVING LIVES OF AMERICANS 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, it is not often that we have 
such serious moments in the House to 
save lives, so I rise today to offer to 
the President an opportunity to not 
use the United States military for 9/11 
calls, to bring our troops home, and to 
focus on a political-diplomatic solution 
of solving the contentious civil dis-
unity between Sunnis and Shiites. I op-
pose the escalation. 

But I rise today to save the lives of 
those who suffer from Parkinson’s dis-
ease and Alzheimer’s by asking for an 
outstanding and enthusiastic vote for 
stem cell research. We must realize 
that even though amniotic fluid re-
search is going on, it is not a sub-
stitute for embryonic stem cell re-
search. 

We can do this together. We can save 
American lives. We can do the right 
thing and ask the President, do not 
utilize your veto. Help to save the lives 
of Americans. Bring our troops home, 
and support stem cell research. 

f 

ALLOW IRAQIS TO CONTROL THEIR 
FUTURE 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, we must 
begin to think differently in America, 
because the path we are on now is mor-
ally unacceptable. More than 3,000 
brave Americans have perished in Iraq 
and more than 650,000 Iraqi civilians 
are dead. President Bush’s newest war 
proposal is not a complete and com-
prehensive plan, and more importantly, 
it is not based on realities on the 
ground and in the region. 

The President believes that 20,000 ad-
ditional U.S. troops will change the 
outcome in Iraq. He was wrong to in-
vade Iraq, and he is wrong now. Instead 
of decreasing the violence, last night’s 
proposal will increase the risks to ev-
eryone in Iraq and the surrounding re-
gion, and it will not bring an end to the 
Iraqi civil war. Clearly it was bad judg-
ment to have invaded Iraq. It will be 
even worse judgment to remain. 
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Simply put, we do not belong in Iraq, 

and we are still headed in the wrong di-
rection. We all support our troops, but 
we must not support the administra-
tion’s policy of more of the same poor 
judgment. We must begin to withdraw 
our forces and allow the Iraqis to take 
control of their own future. 

f 

AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN 
ON IRAQ 

(Mr. CUMMINGS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say to our President that the 
people have spoken and they have spo-
ken quite loudly. Just the other night 
I ran into the family of Sergeant Ken-
dall Waters-Bey, who was one of the 
first military folks who died in the 
war. He is from my district. 

His family just said one thing. ‘‘Ask 
the President what his plan is, his true 
plan for getting us out of there. Ask 
why is he being so stubborn. Ask how 
many have to die, like our relative 
died, and we still don’t fully under-
stand why.’’ 

The President presented us with 
some statements last night, but we 
have heard them before. The American 
people have been patient, and they 
have simply run out of patience. So we 
must continue to loudly speak into the 
President’s ear that the people do not 
want this war. They want to get our 
folks out of Iraq. Three thousand have 
already been killed, and others are 
being harmed every day. 

f 

FINDING CURES FOR DEBILI-
TATING AND DEVASTATING DIS-
EASES 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 3, a bill that I con-
sider a pivotal step toward the fight 
against devastating and debilitating 
diseases. 

The narrow view of stem cell re-
search espoused by the administration 
places unrealistic limitations on the 
medical research capabilities of this 
Nation. The administration’s position 
on this critical issue leaves patients 
across the country without the hope 
that they can be cured of the effects of 
medical conditions, including but not 
limited to Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s 
diseases, as well as spinal cord injuries. 

Every person who has had to watch a 
mother, a brother, a friend, a family 
member, knows of this terrible, ter-
rible, difficult problem. I know. I have 
had that experience. 

These conditions may be curable 
through stem cell research, but it will 
only be possible if Congress asks for 
full-fledged research to take place. We 
owe it to the afflicted and their fami-
lies to put forth the best efforts to find 
cures for these debilitating medical 
conditions. 

I urge the House to put political pos-
turing aside and give hope to patients 
and families by passing this important 
measure today. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF EMBRYONIC STEM 
CELL RESEARCH 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today, we will vote on a bill 
to provide changes to a merciless Fed-
eral stem cell policy, changes that are 
still relevant and still necessary de-
spite the recent discovery of stem cells 
derived from amniotic fluid cells. 

To be sure, this is an important dis-
covery, but the same scientists cham-
pioning this research have stressed the 
amniotic cells are not a substitute for 
embryonic stem cells. While they hold 
the great promise of turning into some 
cell types, only embryonic stem cells 
can divide indefinitely and evolve into 
any cell type in the body. 

If anything, the recent amniotic 
stem cell study proves that it is crit-
ical to explore all kinds of stem cell re-
search, since advancements in one area 
of stem cell research could lead to life-
saving discoveries in others. By prohib-
iting Federal funds of more embryonic 
stem cell research, the current policy 
shuts the door on this collaborative re-
search and slams it in the face of mil-
lions of Americans suffering from in-
curable diseases. 

We have the opportunity today to ad-
vance this promising research that 
could offer cures for the scourges of our 
times. To purposefully keep the doors 
to a cure closed is a patent failure of 
our responsibility to ease human suf-
fering from scores of incurable dis-
eases. 

f 

HELPING KEEP CHILDREN FREE 
FROM DISEASE 

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
am the parent of two children with 
asthma, and my husband has asthma 
also. When my children were young, I 
spent many hours beside their bed 
helping them to breathe with ma-
chines, giving them medicine that had 
side effects that were very unpleasant 
and kept both my children and myself 
up. We had a great deal of worry in 
those early years. 

It is my great hope that science will 
find a cure. I ask all of my colleagues 
to reach out and help my children and 
the children of America to be free of 
these diseases. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FRANK of Massachusetts). The Chair 
announces that the Speaker has deliv-

ered to the Clerk a letter dated Janu-
ary 11, 2007, listing Members in the 
order in which each shall act as Speak-
er pro tempore under clause 8(b)(3) of 
rule I. 

f 

STEM CELL RESEARCH 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2007 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to section 509 of House Resolution 
6 and as the designee of the majority 
leader, I call up the bill (H.R. 3) to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
to provide for human embryonic stem 
cell research, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stem Cell 
Research Enhancement Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. HUMAN EMBRYONIC STEM CELL RE-

SEARCH. 
Part H of title IV of the Public Health 

Service Act (42 U.S.C. 289 et seq.) is amended 
by inserting after section 498C the following: 
‘‘SEC. 498D. HUMAN EMBRYONIC STEM CELL RE-

SEARCH. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law (including any regula-
tion or guidance), the Secretary shall con-
duct and support research that utilizes 
human embryonic stem cells in accordance 
with this section (regardless of the date on 
which the stem cells were derived from a 
human embryo) . 

‘‘(b) ETHICAL REQUIREMENTS.—Human em-
bryonic stem cells shall be eligible for use in 
any research conducted or supported by the 
Secretary if the cells meet each of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) The stem cells were derived from 
human embryos that have been donated from 
in vitro fertilization clinics, were created for 
the purposes of fertility treatment, and were 
in excess of the clinical need of the individ-
uals seeking such treatment. 

‘‘(2) Prior to the consideration of embryo 
donation and through consultation with the 
individuals seeking fertility treatment, it 
was determined that the embryos would 
never be implanted in a woman and would 
otherwise be discarded. 

‘‘(3) The individuals seeking fertility treat-
ment donated the embryos with written in-
formed consent and without receiving any fi-
nancial or other inducements to make the 
donation. 

‘‘(c) GUIDELINES.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary, in consultation with the 
Director of NIH, shall issue final guidelines 
to carry out this section. 

‘‘(d) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall annually prepare and submit to 
the appropriate committees of the Congress 
a report describing the activities carried out 
under this section during the preceding fiscal 
year, and including a description of whether 
and to what extent research under sub-
section (a) has been conducted in accordance 
with this section.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 509 of House Resolution 
6, the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
DINGELL) and the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. BOEHNER) each will control 90 
minutes. 
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Correction To Page H349
January 11, 2007_On Page H 349 the following appeared: Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to section 209 of HouseThe online version should be corrected to read: Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to section 509 of House
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